
WORKING TOGETHER: A Guide to Employment Practices for Christian Employers

Begin Your Review

State, Local & Common Laws
Basic Legal Principles

State and Local Laws
+ Federal Laws

State and local employment laws vary by jurisdiction. Many of these
laws correspond with federal law, but they often include modifications

that may enhance employees' rights and provide greater benefits to

employees than federal law. Seek legal advice from local counsel

licensed in your state to determine the applicability of such laws, Your

attorney can provide information regarding state and local laws that
may apply to your organization.

+ State, Local, and Common Laws

Defamation

Equal Pay

Invasion of Privacy

Misrepresentation

In addition to state and federal statutes, employees may look to general
legal principles that also govern the employer-employee relationship.
These general legal principles are known as common-law actions, and

they're based on judicial decisions instead of statutes.

Promissory Estoppel

Whistleblower Laws

Wrongful Termination / Breach of
ContractCommon-law Actions

+ Title IXCommon-law actions may accompany federal or state remedies, or they
may stand alone. They are potentially explosive for a number of

reasons. Unlike their federal counterparts, common-law actions

sometimes carry no cap on damages.

+ Reduce Your Risk

Hiring and Onboarding

Employment Payroll & TaxesAlso, various common-law claims rarely provide any exemptions or

limitations that favor religious organizations or those with few
employees. This section briefly highlights frequently pursued common-

law actions.

Employee Handbook

Saying Goodbye

Also, various common-law claims rarely provide any exemptions or

limitations that favor religious organizations or those with few

employees.

https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2luc3VyYW5jZS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3Byb2R1Y3RzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3Jlc291cmNlcy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2xlZ2FsYXNzaXN0Lw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2NsYWltcy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL215LWFjY291bnQv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3JlcXVlc3QtYS1xdW90ZS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3dvcmtpbmctdG9nZXRoZXIv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3dvcmtpbmctdG9nZXRoZXIv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3dvcmtpbmctdG9nZXRoZXIvYmVnaW4teW91ci1yZXZpZXcv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3dvcmtpbmctdG9nZXRoZXIvYmFzaWMtbGVnYWwtcHJpbmNpcGxlcy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3dvcmtpbmctdG9nZXRoZXIvYmFzaWMtbGVnYWwtcHJpbmNpcGxlcy9mZWRlcmFsLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3dvcmtpbmctdG9nZXRoZXIvYmFzaWMtbGVnYWwtcHJpbmNpcGxlcy9jb21tb24tbGF3cy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3dvcmtpbmctdG9nZXRoZXIvYmFzaWMtbGVnYWwtcHJpbmNpcGxlcy9jb21tb24tbGF3cy9kZWZhbWF0aW9uLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3dvcmtpbmctdG9nZXRoZXIvYmFzaWMtbGVnYWwtcHJpbmNpcGxlcy9jb21tb24tbGF3cy9lcXVhbC1wYXkv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3dvcmtpbmctdG9nZXRoZXIvYmFzaWMtbGVnYWwtcHJpbmNpcGxlcy9jb21tb24tbGF3cy9pbnZhc2lvbi1vZi1wcml2YWN5Lw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3dvcmtpbmctdG9nZXRoZXIvYmFzaWMtbGVnYWwtcHJpbmNpcGxlcy9jb21tb24tbGF3cy9taXNyZXByZXNlbnRhdGlvbi8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3dvcmtpbmctdG9nZXRoZXIvYmFzaWMtbGVnYWwtcHJpbmNpcGxlcy9jb21tb24tbGF3cy9wcm9taXNzb3J5LWVzdG9wcGVsLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3dvcmtpbmctdG9nZXRoZXIvYmFzaWMtbGVnYWwtcHJpbmNpcGxlcy9jb21tb24tbGF3cy93aGlzdGxlYmxvd2VyLWxhd3Mv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3dvcmtpbmctdG9nZXRoZXIvYmFzaWMtbGVnYWwtcHJpbmNpcGxlcy9jb21tb24tbGF3cy93cm9uZ2Z1bC10ZXJtaW5hdGlvbi8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3dvcmtpbmctdG9nZXRoZXIvYmFzaWMtbGVnYWwtcHJpbmNpcGxlcy90aXRsZS1peC8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3dvcmtpbmctdG9nZXRoZXIvYmFzaWMtbGVnYWwtcHJpbmNpcGxlcy9yZWR1Y2UteW91ci1yaXNrLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3dvcmtpbmctdG9nZXRoZXIvaGlyaW5nLWFuZC1vbmJvYXJkaW5nLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3dvcmtpbmctdG9nZXRoZXIvZW1wbG95bWVudC1wYXlyb2xsLXRheGVzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3dvcmtpbmctdG9nZXRoZXIvZW1wbG95ZWUtaGFuZGJvb2sv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3dvcmtpbmctdG9nZXRoZXIvc2F5aW5nLWdvb2RieWUv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2Fib3V0LXVzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2luc3VyYW5jZS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2luc3VyYW5jZS9wcm9wZXJ0eS1hbmQtbGlhYmlsaXR5Lw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2luc3VyYW5jZS9jb21tZXJjaWFsLWF1dG8v
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2luc3VyYW5jZS93b3JrZXJzLWNvbXBlbnNhdGlvbi8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2luc3VyYW5jZS9taXNzaW9uLXByb3RlY3Rpb24v
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2NsYWltcy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2NsYWltcy9yZXBvcnRpbmctYS1jbGFpbS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2NsYWltcy9hbnN3ZXJzLXRvLWNvbW1vbi1jbGFpbXMtcXVlc3Rpb25zLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3Jlc291cmNlcy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3Jlc291cmNlcy9zYWZldHktbGlicmFyeS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3dvcmtpbmctdG9nZXRoZXIv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2xheS1jb3Vuc2VsaW5nLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3Byb2R1Y3RzL21pbmlzdHJ5LXBheXJvbGwv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2Fib3V0LXVzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2Fib3V0LXVzL3doby13ZS1hcmUv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2Fib3V0LXVzL2xlYWRlcnNoaXAtdGVhbS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2Fib3V0LXVzL2ZpbmFuY2lhbHMv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2Fib3V0LXVzL2dpdmluZy1iYWNrLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2luc3VyYW5jZS93aHktY2hvb3NlLXVzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2luc3VyYW5jZS91bmRlcnN0YW5kaW5nLWluc3VyYW5jZS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2NhcmVlcnMv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2NhcmVlcnMvZW1wbG95bWVudC8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2NhcmVlcnMvYWdlbnQtb3Bwb3J0dW5pdGllcy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3Jlc291cmNlcy9jaHVyY2gtc2VjdXJpdHkv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2xlZ2FsYXNzaXN0Lw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3Jlc291cmNlcy9vbmxpbmUtdHJhaW5pbmcv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3Jlc291cmNlcy9iYWNrZ3JvdW5kLXNjcmVlbmluZy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2NvbnRhY3Qvc2FmZXR5LWVuZXdzbGV0dGVyLXNpZ251cC8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL25ld3MtbWVkaWEtY2VudGVyLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2Fib3V0LXVzL3Rlc3RpbW9uaWFscy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2NvbnRhY3Qv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL0Jyb3RoZXJob29kTXV0dWFsSW5zLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vdXNlci9Ccm90aGVyaG9vZE11dHVhbA==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGlua2VkaW4uY29tL2NvbXBhbnkvYnJvdGhlcmhvb2QtbXV0dWFsLWluc3VyYW5jZS1jb21wYW55Lw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly90d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9Ccm90aGVyaG9vZElucw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5zdGFncmFtLmNvbS9icm90aGVyaG9vZG11dHVhbC8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL2xlZ2FsLW5vdGljZXMv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJvdGhlcmhvb2RtdXR1YWwuY29tL3ByaXZhY3ktcG9saWN5Lw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJiLm9yZy91cy9pbi9mb3J0LXdheW5lL3Byb2ZpbGUvaW5zdXJhbmNlLXNlcnZpY2VzLW9mZmljZS9icm90aGVyaG9vZC1tdXR1YWwtaW5zdXJhbmNlLWNvbXBhbnktMDM1Mi05MDgvI3NlYWxjbGljaw==


WORKING TOGETHER: A Guide to Employment Practices for Christian Employers

Begin Your Review

Defamation
Basic Legal Principles

Defamation happens when an intentionally false communication injuries
another's reputation or good name. The two main forms are libel and
slander. Libel is defamation expressed in print, writing, pictures, or

signs. Slander is defamation expressed orally or by gestures.

+ Federal Laws

+ State, Local, and Common Laws

Defamation

Libel or slander may exist where the following take place:
Equal Pay

• False and defamatory statements were communicated to a third person,
orally or in writing.

• The third person understood the meaning of the statement.

• That statement injured the person's reputation.

Invasion of Privacy

Misrepresentation

Promissory EstoppelDifficult situations can arise when an employee is terminated and there
is a need to communicate the reasons for the termination. This couJd be
the case with high-profile employees, such as a pastor or school

principal. While the law generally provides some level of protection or

privilege for communications to those who "need to know," the potential
for error or abuse is often present.

Whistleblower Laws

Wrongful Termination ( Breach of

Contract

+ Title IX

For example, a pastor's termination is announced at a church service,

during which false and unkind things are said about him. The
announcement is recorded and posted online. A prospective employer,
who views the announcement, chooses not to hire the pastor.

+ Reduce Your Risk

Hiring and Onboarding

Employment Payroll & Taxes

Defamation also can occur if an employer writes false or misleading
statements in a letter of reference, harming a former employer's ability
to get another job. The same holds true for stating that an employee
lacks the skills needed for the profession or suggesting that he or she
committed a crime.

Employee Handbook

Saying Goodbye

Note: Definitions for libel and slander may differ in each state. Check with a

local attorney to see how these apply to you.
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